Queensland Government

Cabinet – December 2018
Release of the “Great Sandy Marine Park Discussion Paper: Zoning Plan Opportunities” for public consultation
Minister for Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Minister for Science and Minister for the Arts

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Great Sandy Marine Park is one of three marine parks managed by the Queensland Government. These areas are managed and receive formal protection under the Marine Parks Act 2004. Like all Queensland marine parks, the Great Sandy Marine Park was established to achieve a balance between the conservation of the marine environment and its use for a variety of recreational, commercial and other activities. 
2. The Marine Parks (Great Sandy) Zoning Plan 2017 is subordinate legislation to the Marine Parks Act 2004 and sets out the rules and requirements to support the conservation and sustainable use of the Great Sandy Marine Park.
3. A comprehensive review of the Great Sandy Marine Park Zoning Plan is currently underway. The review aims to identify and explore opportunities to better protect the marine environment, while continuing to allow for a range of activities to take place in the Park.
4. A key component of the zoning plan review is the release of the Great Sandy Marine Park Discussion Paper: Zoning Plan Opportunities which is designed to facilitate public input into the future direction of the Zoning Plan. The Discussion Paper identifies potential options for zoning, designated areas and use of the Marine Park.
5. Cabinet approved the release of the Great Sandy Marine Park Discussion Paper: Zoning Plan Opportunities for public consultation.
6. Cabinet noted that feedback on the Discussion Paper would inform the development of a draft revised Zoning Plan.
7. Attachments
· Great Sandy Marine Park Discussion Paper - Zoning Plan Opportunities
